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 Enlarge By Troy Maben, AP

Kim Harris, chief pilot for Aviation Specialties
Unlimited, Inc., holds night vision goggles inside the
hanger at his company's headquarters in Boise,
Idaho, in May. Aviation Specialties Unlimited, Inc. is a
distributor of night vision goggles. Due to wars in Iraq
and Afghanistan there is a shortage of goggles
available to American medical pilots.
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Air-ambulance pilots push for night goggles
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By Alan Levin, USA TODAY

WASHINGTON — A recent spate of
nighttime crashes by medevac helicopters
has renewed calls for widespread use of an
industry-desired safety feature: goggles that
allow pilots to see at night.

Nineteen people have died in medevac
helicopter crashes since Dec. 30, putting this
year on pace to be the deadliest in the
industry's history. Four of the five fatal
crashes — which caused 13 of the 19 deaths — happened
when helicopters crashed in remote, nighttime conditions. None
of the pilots was using night-vision goggles, according to federal
accident data.

Any air-ambulance company that wants to use goggles on one
of its helicopters must get approval from the Federal Aviation
Administration. However, the agency has a shortage of trained
inspectors, so the approval process can take months, according
to industry officials, pilots and government inspectors. Some
companies have dozens of helicopters and the FAA must grant

approval for goggle use in each individual helicopter.

A survey of air-ambulance pilots found overwhelming support for night-vision equipment, which provides pilots
with the equivalence of nearly 20/20 vision in the dark, said Gary Sizemore, president of the National EMS Pilots
Association. "The guys that are flying are pretty frustrated that they can't get these," he said.

The FAA, which met last week with air-ambulance industry leaders, has said it supports night-vision technology
and is aware of the industry's frustration. The agency is trying to streamline the process for approving goggles,
said spokeswoman Alison Duquette.

FIND MORE STORIES IN: Federal Aviation Administration | National Transportation Safety Board | Alison
Duquette | Association of Air Medical Services | National EMS Pilots Association

"We're looking at ways we can help the industry get any technology that prevents accidents," Duquette said. The
National Transportation Safety Board concluded in 2006 that goggles could have prevented 13 of the 55
accidents it had studied.

James Loftin, vice president of aviation at Air Evac Lifeteam, which operates 84 helicopter bases in 14 states,
said five of his company's helicopters are night-vision equipped. But the firm has $500,000 in night-vision
goggles, which cost about $10,000 apiece, "sitting on the shelf" while it awaits approval to use them.

The FAA conducts a wide-ranging review of equipment and training at individual companies before approving
goggle use.

The Association of Air Medical Services is encouraged by the FAA's recent offers to help, but members remain
frustrated, said Christopher Eastlee, the group's government relations manager.
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To report corrections and clarifications, contact Reader Editor Brent Jones. For publication consideration in the
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Lots of training is need to effectively use NVG's. Most pilots probably dont have 40 spare hours to
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work and train for using them. 
I like the idea and used them a lot but its not as easy as putting them on and automatically being
able to use them effectively. are the helicopters set up to allow their use inside is another question.
an LED can be blinding and windscreens reflect all  internal light back at the wearer.
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I seem to recall that when the military started using these goggles, they had lots of accidents.
Hopefully they have fixed that problem or this is just another bad idea whose time has come
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7/18/2008 8:54:30 AM
Can they use X-Ray specs in the meantime?

Recommend    | Report  Abuse

7/18/2008 6:19:35 AM
What I don't understand is --- Why would it take that long to make a decision?
Yes-- it will save lives No--- it won't save lives!
This is a no-brainer!

Recommend    | Report  Abuse

7/18/2008 1:58:27 AM
In the mean time I would go to Cabela's and pick up a pair.

Recommend  3  | Report  Abuse

7/18/2008 1:51:29 AM
I hope they approve these soon. Since the pilots are clamoring for them and they know it could save
lives, hopefully it won't take long.
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