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Local News

Mayo air-ambulance directors call for better safety measures

1/9/2009 9:30:02 PM
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By Jeff Hansel
Post-Bulletin, Rochester MN 

A rash of fatal crashes of medical helicopters
nationwide has prompted Mayo Clinic air-ambulance
directors to take a public stand and call for better
medical-helicopter safety.

"We'd like to see the bar raised for everybody," said
Glenn Lyden, corporate communications manager
with Mayo Medical Transport. "We like to think that
we set the bar."

Technology plays a major role. Mayo has added
terrain-awareness warning systems to alert pilots
who get too near the ground, night-vision goggles,
terrain collision avoidance and global positioning
beacons that help pilots hone in on oft-visited
hospitals.

Lyden says Mayo's newest acquisition, the American
Eurocopter EC145, is the "most technologically
advanced medical aircraft in the world" because it
uses such high-tech gear to prevent crashes.

At least nine U.S. medical helicopters crashed
between mid-December 2007, and mid-December
2008, according to the National Transportation
Safety Board. At least 31 people died -- five
patients, 17 medical staff and nine pilots.

"We need to get the industry safer," said Neil Wienk,
aviation site manager for Omniflight Helicopters Inc.,
a private company supplying Mayo's contract pilots
and mechanics. Yet crashes continue, sometimes
nearby.

In May, a doctor, nurse and pilot on a University of
Wisconsin Med Flight died after delivering a patient
to Gunderson Lutheran Medical Center in La Crosse.

"It makes you think. When I heard it, all of a
sudden it becomes pretty close to home. We've
flown that same flight path ourselves. We have
before then, and since then," said Lyden, who knew
one of the deceased.

Wienk believes the people aboard that helicopter
"would still be alive today" if they had a terrain-
awareness warning system.

"What keeps us awake at night is other helicopters
are out there flying without technology that exists,"
he said. "I think we owe it to our patients, it
behooves us to use technology."
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A Mayo Clinic helicopter
lands atop Saint Marys
Hospital. Mayo's newest
helicopter, American
Eurocopter EC-145,
incorporates very high-
tech safety features.

http://adserv.postbulletin.com/www/delivery/ck.php?oaparams=2__bannerid=1244__zoneid=51__cb=6c4fdcc4d7__oadest=http://local.rochestermn.com/Rochester+MN/Hospitals.zq.html
http://news.postbulletin.com/news/
http://news.postbulletin.com/newsmanager/templates/localnews_story.asp?z=2&a=379302#comment
mailto:jhansel@postbulletin.com
http://www.mayomedicaltransport.com/
http://www.omniflight.com/
http://development.postbulletin.com/comments/index.php/users/email_password
http://news.postbulletin.com/entertainment/photo_gallery/image.asp?id=48&imageid=60437


1/16/09 12:11 PMPostbulletin.com: Rochester, MN

Page 2 of 2http://news.postbulletin.com/newsmanager/templates/localnews_story.asp?z=2&a=379302

Password:
Forgot your password?

Login

Don't have a login? Then create a Profile.

Prepare to be Shocked

Millions have already taken this amazing test.

What's your RealAge?
RealAge.com

Anti-Anxiety Remedy

Proven natural remedy for immediate relief.

Safe and non-addictive.
Seredyn.com

Over 250 Newspapers

Review National & Local Newspapers. Save

Up To 84% - Subscribe Today!
Subscription.com

http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BzXri-OlwSZPRKZCMqAO9kMGxA9SGnHPqlYyLCsCNtwHQ6AwQARgBIMOTrgMoAzgAUPSQmLf-_____wFgyebbhsij_BqgAayGgP8DsgEVbmV3cy5wb3N0YnVsbGV0aW4uY29tugEKMzAweDI1MF9hc8gBAdoBU2h0dHA6Ly9uZXdzLnBvc3RidWxsZXRpbi5jb20vbmV3c21hbmFnZXIvdGVtcGxhdGVzL2xvY2FsbmV3c19zdG9yeS5hc3A_ej0yJmE9Mzc5MzAygAIByALW_7kHqAMByAMH6AP6AegDhQboA5YF6AOoAfUDAgQABPUDEACAAZgEAA&num=1&ggladgrp=1061683104&gglcreat=2611800444&adurl=http://www.realage.com/ralong/entry4.aspx%3Fcbr%3DGGLE900&client=ca-pub-6334066079982118
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=ByPE6-OlwSZPRKZCMqAO9kMGxA-KGm2yio7-2BsCNtwGA0w4QAhgCIMOTrgMoAzgAUJCknp8HYMnm24bIo_waoAG56pL_A7IBFW5ld3MucG9zdGJ1bGxldGluLmNvbboBCjMwMHgyNTBfYXPIAQHaAVNodHRwOi8vbmV3cy5wb3N0YnVsbGV0aW4uY29tL25ld3NtYW5hZ2VyL3RlbXBsYXRlcy9sb2NhbG5ld3Nfc3RvcnkuYXNwP3o9MiZhPTM3OTMwMoACAagDAcgDB-gD-gHoA4UG6AOWBegDqAH1AwIEAAT1AxAAgAGYBAA&num=2&adurl=http://seredyn.com/help_anxiety.html&client=ca-pub-6334066079982118
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BmNKg-OlwSZPRKZCMqAO9kMGxA4zP5WjMjLCPB_CLnqML0MoWEAMYAyDDk64DKAM4AFCO19HpAmDJ5tuGyKP8GrIBFW5ld3MucG9zdGJ1bGxldGluLmNvbboBCjMwMHgyNTBfYXPIAQHaAVNodHRwOi8vbmV3cy5wb3N0YnVsbGV0aW4uY29tL25ld3NtYW5hZ2VyL3RlbXBsYXRlcy9sb2NhbG5ld3Nfc3RvcnkuYXNwP3o9MiZhPTM3OTMwMsACAagDAcgDB-gD-gHoA4UG6AOWBegDqAH1AwIEAAT1AxAAgAGYBAA&num=3&adurl=http://www.subscription.com/newspapers%3Fpath%3Dsus-ptnp-gcc-000a1a&client=ca-pub-6334066079982118
http://www.google.com/url?ct=abg&q=http%3A//services.google.com/feedback/abg%3Furl%3Dhttp%3A//news.postbulletin.com/newsmanager/templates/localnews_story.asp%253Fz%253D2%2526a%253D379302%26hl%3Den%26client%3Dca-pub-6334066079982118%26adU%3DRealAge.com%26adT%3DPrepare%2Bto%2Bbe%2BShocked%26adU%3DSeredyn.com%26adT%3DAnti-Anxiety%2BRemedy%26adU%3DSubscription.com%26adT%3DOver%2B250%2BNewspapers%26done%3D1%26gl%3DUS
http://development.postbulletin.com/comments/index.php/users/email_password
http://development.postbulletin.com/comments/index.php/users/add

